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Artful Reflections 

Currently, the Center for Creative Connections has nine retablos on view, chosen by Head of 
Community Engagement, Maria Teresa Garcia-Pedroche. Many of these paintings are also 
considered exvotos, or devotional paintings that serve as offerings of gratitude. The imagery 
often depicts a saint, people in prayer, and/or a scene illustrating the event for which the artist 
is expressing gratitude. 

In the Center for Creative Connections, we often create prompts that offer visitors a chance to 
reflect on their own lives in relation to a work of art. These kinds of personal connections can 
create lasting memories of experiences in informal learning environments. In response to these 
retablos and exvotos, we asked visitors to reflect on past experiences for which they have felt 
blessed or to share about current situations in which they are hopeful or sending prayers. 
Visitors can illustrate the experience or situation, write a short description, and add it to our 
book of retablos for others to view. 



   

Here are a few examples of the thousands of responses we have received.  
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