DALLAS MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

EXHIBITION: Religious Art of the Western Torld
DATES : March 23 = May 25, 1958
SCOPE: Early Christian to Contemporary, inclusive
Architecture
Decorative Arts
Ecclesiastical and Ceremonial Arts
Mosaics
Paintings
Sculpture
FACILITIES: Entire museum: 12 galleries, large center court and corridors

INST/LLATION:

INSUR/.NCE:

SHIPPING :

SHIPPING
DA T TS .

GENERALL:

Space: Approximately 190,000 square feet and 1,483 running feet of
wall space

Special construction and lighting to display the limited number
of objects chosen because of artistic quality and religious
significance., Installation of objects, labels, etc, will at-
tempt to make use and meaning as clear and comprehensible as
possible and to enhance the impression of mystery and drama of
church art.

Serupulous care will be taken in installation of the rare and
precious objects with regard to ventilation, lighting, tempera-
ture and safe-keeping according to lenders stipulations.

If the lender desires, the Dallas Museum will cover works loaned

on our floater policy in transit and during exhibition. Or, the

lender may carry insurance and bill the Dallas Museum. Where the
Dallas Museum is not protected by lender's policy, works will be

covered on our policy as well.

Shipping will be by van or Railway Express according to weight,
size and convenience. Expenses will be assumed by the Dallas Museum.

The Museum would like to receive objects by January 1, 1958 or
before when possible, but certainly no later than February 1,
1958, Paintings can be received as late as March 1, 1958.

When lender has made definite decisions on objects the Dallas
Museum of Fine /irts will order photographs, secure data for
catalogue, and make final arrangements.



RELIGIOUS ART OF THE WESTERN WORLD
Dallas Museum of Fine Arts

March 23 - May 25, 1958

This exhibition will range through Western religions from Early Christianity to the
present. The exhibit will not be an outline or history of religions, but will attempt
to use art objects as symbols of the religious spirit. The main intention of the ex-~
hibition is to indicate the relationship between art and religion of the past and the pre-
sent, and to explore the possibilities of a closer, more fruitful union for the immediate
future,

By devoting the entire museum (more than 14 galleries) to this project a unity of
effect will be achieved. By showing few but important objects, the essence of religious
symbols in all denominations can easily be comprchended. By the use of dramatic in-
stallation and special lighting the spiritual force of objects and symbols will be most
readily felt.

Installations will not attempt to copy the permanent background of objects, but a
feeling for the time and place which produced the object will be created by special plan-
ning of each gallery. Virgil Beavers, well-known designer for Paul Baker's Theater at
Baylor University, will work with Jerry Harwell, curator, in designing the installations
in all galleries, Ecclesiastical music presented by orchestras, soloists and choirs will
be used during the exhibit. On the evening of the preview of this exhibit the entire
Dallas Symphony Orchestra, supplemented with large choirs, will perform Bach's '"Passion
According to St. Matthew", one of the greatest religious musical compositions.

The principal object of the exhibit will be to demonstrate how artists of many times
and places have responded to the challenges of ecclesiastical requirements of Christian
and Hebrew religions. Treasures to be included will range from large altars, crosses
mosaics, stained glass, and tapestries to such smaller objects as reliquaries and chalices,
ivory carvings and enamels, gold and silver objects of great variety. Many polychromed
figures as well as stone sculpturcs and architectural features will be used. 0Old and
contemporary vestments are being assembled. There will be rare ecclesiastical manu-
scripts including missals, psalters, choir books and many rare and valuable bibles., All
periods of painting from carly icons to recent murals will be represented, Many recently
commissioned works will be represented and the exhibit will be of unusual service in
showing how artists, architects and church building committees can plan future projects.

Great enthusiasm has been found for this exhibition among &1 who have learned about
it - architects, designers, museum curators, and, most important, clergy and laity of all
denominations. Other exhibits have been held prescnting some particular aspects of re-
ligious art but no entire museum has been given over to a project of such wide scope.

Although only a part of the exhibition material has been assembled, already partici-
pating in the project are such New York museumsas the Metropolitan, the Cloisters, the
Museum of Modern Art, the Morgan Library; also the Walters Gallery, Baltimore, Colorado
Springs Fine Arts Center, Santa Fe Museum, International Folk Art Muscum, Santa Fe, City
Art Museum of St. Louis, the Jewish Museum, the Denver Art Museum, Dumbarton Oaks Library,
Boston Muscum of [irt and such agencies as Knoedler Galleries, French and Company, American
Craftsman Council, as well as many private lenders in this country and Europe. Both
national and local advisory and technical committees are in formation with specialists
assembling objects and taking photographs in Europe.
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