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“Designers provide structure for the messages and meanings 
inherent in the exhibition. Their concerns for aesthetics, space 
accessibility, and costs are closely allied to communication. They, 
like the educator, take on the role audience advocacy. Their visual 
and spatial iteracy, coupled with verbal fluency and an ability to 
synthesize information, determines how visitors will experience an 
exhibition.” 
–Tom Klobe, Exhibitions Concept, Planning and Design.

What is Exhibition Design?

The process of designing an integrated 
experience that tells a story and 

communicates ideas. 

It is a mix of architecture, interior 
design, visual interpretation, lighting, 
storytelling, choreography, and magic.
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Inclusivity: 
Design for Diversity,  
Multiple Languages

“Exhibitions may tell different stories in different 
environments, but they are consistent in the way 
they require collaborative effort to succeed, their 
need for a clear narrative approach, and the way 

they have to balance the needs of creating a space 
with communicating a message.” 

-What is Exhibition Design? by Lorenc, Skolnick, and Berger

The Collaborative Process

Object Display:  
Cases, Mounts and Lifts

Micro-environment  
Requirements: 

Relative Humidity, 
Pollutants, Light 

Restrictions

Object Safety:  
Locks, Alarms

Environmental 
Comfort Level: 

Seating, Light Levels,
Temperature

Conservation 
and 

Collections

Visitor 
Services and 

Security

Curatorial

Education 
and 

Interpretation

Design 
Team

General Look  
and Feel:  

Period Reproductions 
to Minimalist Designs

Visitor Path:  
Linear Storytelling 

or Choose Your Own 
Adventure?

Accessibility:
Ability to experience artwork 

without physical obstacles

Visitor Safety:  
Fire Safety & 

Emergency Egress

Limitations of Existing 
Architecture

Content Design:
Information

Hierarchy

Serving Different 
Learning Styles: 

Interactive 
and Hands-on 

Elements, Sensory 
Engagement, 
Audio/Visual 

Organization of  
Ideas and Spaces:  

Thematic, 
Chronological, Cultural



Look &
Feel



Design Process
Organization of Space and Objects
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Focus 2 Gallery - Plan
Scale: 3/16" = 1'-0"1

2. Prohibition

1. Pre- and Early Cocktail

3. Repeal

4. 1950s Onward

"Birth of the cocktail"
1st cocktail book 1862

Digitized 
cocktail book 
on podium

40" monitor embedded in 
wall. Podium style holder for 
touchscreen interactive that 
is broadcast on monitor.

Free-standing Floor Case. Exact size 
tbd based on existing stock or new 
build requirements. All FWC's and FC's 
will be sealed for VOC's. Baumann 
fabric (color tbd) to cover deck. Lifts 
may be painted, once primed with 
Zinsser wallpaper primer.

Built-in Wall Cases
All 4 will be sealed for VOC's, and 
require power for interior lighting. No 
label rails- will have external group 
labels on wall. Baumann fabric to cover 
deck. Lifts may be painted, once 
primed with Zinsser wallpaper primer.

NOTE: exact object placement is not 
final. Historic comprehensive cocktail book to 

correspond with interactive monitor 
activity. FWC or WC. Exact Placement 
TBD.
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Shaken, Stirred, Styled.
Exhibition Floor Plan 

A-01

Methods: Models, maquettes, 3d software
Material Sourcing
Construction Documents for fabrication



Interactivity

Encouraging visitors to look closer “The content of museum exhibitions 
can be timeless and can be in place 
for decades, so the narrative and the 
design need to remain valid. This 
narrative must be accessible to all 
the various audience types who will 
visit the museum: children, teens, 
adults, and the elderly. The design 
may utilize a combination of static/
passive and dynamic/interactive 
components to provide varying 
levels of entry points into the story.”

-What is Exhibition Design? by 
Lorenc, Skolnick, and Berger



Design Details

Sightlines

Light and Color

Providing Historical Context
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1950s Onward
	 Casual design, usage of cocktail ware
Graphics and design motifs: how the design team works, the 
graphic type treatment references the iconic heyday of the cock-
tail, and the pattern adapts per era.

Design Details
Environmental Graphics



Deck has chamfered 
edges for air flow.

Deck support allows air 
flow from chamber, inset 
support is not visible once 
case is installed.

Chamber for silica gel.

Removeable hatch to pack 
silica gel into. Hatch is 
sealed with gasket, total 
opening is hidden by label 
rail.

"Sleeve" screwed to floor 
to reduce movement on 
floor cases.

C2005

CONSERVATION
CASE DETAIL:

LABEL RAIL
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Design Details
Planning for Objects: Casework and  
Micro-Environment Requirements

Case Type 1 Front Elevation Case Type 2 Front Elevation
sfddf

Scale: 1/2" = 1'-0"5
Case Type 2 Side Elevation

sfddf

Scale: 1/2" = 1'-0"6

Case Type 2 Plan View
sfddf

Scale: 1/2" = 1'-0"4

 

FLAT DECK
EXTERIOR LABEL RAIL
BACKING BOARD PAINTED SAME AS 
CASE EXTERIOR

3/4" REVEAL AT CASE BOTTOM

LABEL RAIL: 45 DEGREE SLANT. 
SOLID FACE FLUSH WITH CASE: 
SEAL WITH GASKET ON 
CONSERVATION CASES (SILICA GEL 
CHAMBER).

LABEL RAIL: EXTENDS LENGTH OF 
CASE BOTTOM TO 4" FROM EITHER 
EDGE OF CASE BOTTOM.

4"

40
"

SILICA GEL CHAMBER UNDER DECK 
WHERE NEEDED. VENTILATION 
NEEDED BTWN DECK AND 
CHAMBER FOR AIR FLOW.

2"

2"
C2002

FREE-STANDING
WALL CASE
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Thank you!



Questions?

SKYE MALISH-OLSON
Exhibition Designer

SOlson@dma.org


